W SPOTLIGHT

Stars and Asteroids

Forever

By Steve Szilagyi

Lynn Bondurant grew up in rural
Missouri, like Mark Twain. And just as
Mark Twain’s charaesers lie by the
Mississippi River wat boats, the
young Bondurant usee -

ket, staring up ac the ni
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Gemini. The light fron
es earth on July 22, 1§
the star exactly two
— the exact date }
stepping out of his"boat onto the shores
of the Cuyahoga and remarking: “This
looks like a nice place for a city.”

“If all goes according to plan,” says
Bondurane, “light from Tejac will come
through a telescope and be the trigger
that launches the whole bicentennial cel-

s carlier
caveland was

ebration on Public Square.”

Bondurant hopes to close out the year
with a signal from a NASA spacecraft
zooming out into extraterrestrial space.
A perfectly appropriate tribute to the city,
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or as Bondurant
“Cleveland’s Lewis Research Center has
played an important role in developing
NASA's interplanefaty craft.”

In addition ta opening and clos-
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But the big e
career have been with NASA. He was a
writer-lecturer at the Goddard Space
Center and education officer at the

gh school science.
metarium director.
ts of Bondurant’s

Smithsonian Institution’s Air and Space
Museum in Washington. “My blood,

sweat angd

that building.”
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nding the Challenger
t a year putting togeth-
and coordinating activi-
hallenger Space Science
exandria, Virginia.

¢ on the bicentennial projects
Bondurant a new enthusiasm
ilopted city. “To get to know a
e to get involved,” he says.
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a three-mile wide hunk
of ro e sun once every 2.6
years. “‘Clevels ill honor the city in
perpetuity,” says Bondurant, a man who
takes the long view as part of his job.
“We look up at the sky and wonder if
anybody’s out there,” he says. “Bur in
fact, we are out there ourselves, reflected
in the stars. I see Tejat, and think how
that light has come down to us from the
time of Moses Cleaveland. ['ve come to
realize, history never dies. It lives forever,
along corridors of light.”

Steve Szilagyi lives in Lyndburst.
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