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• are once a~ ..in aaumbled for the Annual In'pection of the Lewis 

light Propubion Laboratory of tho Ilational AdT1aory Cown1ttee for 

Aeronautio•• any of you w.re here laat year or haTe attendod inspeotions 

of the Lan$:loy or the Laboratoriol of the Committ.e, you are familiar 

with the NACA and ita work and the purpose. of the•• tin~a. Other. may 

b...ttend.i~ an lJACA inspection for t..'lO n.rst time. To you a .fow worda 

about IIACA be in ordor. 

CA 1s an independent agenoy of the Federal 1.o.e nt, oharlte4 with 

the responl1bUlty for the .oientifio Itudy of the probl of tl1ftht wi th 

.. new to their praotical solutton. rom the work of llACA flows a continual 

.tr.... of oontribution. to aerod~mio., airoraft structure., aircraft 

prcpulsion eyetsma, and aircraft-operational probl , which 8upcorta th 

d.Teloom8nt ot I1tary and 01vil aircraft ot advanoed de.1gn by the 

Department of National Ooren.e and airoraft lnduetry. CA h•• approximately 

1000 OlIIDloyeea, an annual opGratlngbudg.t of &bout tS million dollar., and an 

1.Ave.tJllllnt ot apprOximately 120 milllon dollar. in t~16hly-spec1al1sed equip­

ment at thr.e prinoipal labor.torle. and two auxl11ar1 .tationa. 

C r the direotiOl'i ot a Commit of 'eTontoen iboTi 

ot the Chair or th •••arch an4 

, oDeveloprant rd, two eAir Force, two fr 

ro~ the civil aeronautical a~8nQl0., ~he hoads at the Nat1o~al Bureau of 

Standard., aUt r••u, and th.onlan lDstitutlon, ree lUJ:1bOrl rr 
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the airoraft induatry. and four =ombara from private liro. Their na~. are 

lilted on the booklet de.oribing thl. tn.pection. Dr. J. C. iluna&ker 1. 

Chairman of RAC!. 

The Committee 11 aaa1ated in program planning by 26 Guboommitte•• reade 

up of exp..t. ill the .everal technioal field" dr.-n trom the renlce ot 

Gayol"n;J:Ient a.:enole., the aircraft induatr),. end educational in.tltutlonl. 

Tho ro.oarch work 1. carried out by a statt headed by a Director who 1. 

,by and 1, directly re'ponaiol. to tho CoMmittee . 

On behalf of NACA 1 welcome You to the third inapeotion of the t.wl, 

li1tht Prooul.ion Laboratory _ Tb1t 18 an ocoal1OIl on which we "Clue a 

neral report or 'our work eluring the lut year, ..lectin& only the hl&h 

lkht. . Aaincere attelDDt hal been _de to eliminate technioal jargon and 

hhhly-toohnical pre.entationa. other conference. are held tor the apeolali,t•• 

e dealre that you Ihould b. acquainted with our taoUi'ti•• and our ataft, 

that you learn the current probl of aeronautical re.earoh, our pro~rel' 

toward their _olution. tter. ere either oDl1tt.ed .or pre.anted 1n 

qualitative for. only for ••OUT it)' roa.on.. lbe re.ult. whleh are pre.tIlted 

are not clal81tled. Tho•• who ha.,.e need. erMr. detaUed in!oratlon and 

no are properly cleared .,.y .ohedule dbcuas1on. with our .tart by wr1t1 

or t.lephonin~ my office in Washington. 
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~ . We are once aga in assembl ed for the Annual Inspect i on of the Lewis _. 
Flight Propul sion Laboratory of the Nat ional Advisor y Committee for 

-~ 

Aeronautics . Many of you were here last year or have a t tended inspect ions 

~ of the Langley or the Ames Laboratories of the Committee; you are familiar 

. . ~ 

with theNACA and its work and the purposes of these meet ings. others may 
' 

be attendi ng an NACA inspect ion for the first time . To you a few words 

about NACA may be in order. 

NACA is an i ndependent agency of the Federal gover nment , charged with 
:( 
 

-< 	 the responsibility for the scientific study of the problems of flight with 
 

.. a 	view to their practical solution. From the work of NACA flows a continu~l 

8tre~ of contributions to aerodynamics, aircraft structures, aircraft 

propul sion systems, and aircraft -operational probl ems, which supports the 

development of military and civil aircraft of advanced design by th'e 
~ , 

Department of National Defense and air craft industry. NACA has appr oximately 

7000 employees , an annual operating budget of about 43 million dollars , and an 

investment of approxi mately 120 mi l lion dol lar s i n highly-specia lized equip­

ment at three principal laboratories and two auxiliary stations. 

-.J 	 NACA is under the direction of a Committee of seventeen members 

.-, 	 appointed by the President, consisting of the Chairman of the Research and 
 

Devel opment Board, two members from the Air Force, two from the Navy, two 
 

from the civil aeronautical agencies, the heads of the National Bureau of 
 

Standards, ueather Bureau, and Smithsonian Institution, three members from 
 



4 ( 

- 2 ­

the aircraft industry, and four members from private life. Their names are 

listed on the booklet describing this inspection. Dr. J. C. Hunsaker is 

Chairman of NACA. 

The Commi ttee i s 

up of experts i n t he 

Government agencies , 

The r esearch work is 

a s sisted in progr am planning by 26 subcommittees made 

several technical fie l ds , drawn f rom the ranks of 

t he air craft i ndustry , and educational inst i tutions. 

carr i ed out by a st aff headed by a Director who is 

by and is di rectl y respons ible t o the Committee • 
• > 
 

, > 
On behalf of NACA I we l come you to the t hird inspecti on of the Lewis 
 

Flight Propulsion Laborat ory. This is an occas i on on which we make a 
 

general repor t of our work during the last year , selecting only the high 
 

lights. Asincere attempt has been made to eliminate technical jargon and 
 

« highly-technical presentati ons. Other conf erences are held for the specialists. 

• We desire that you should be acquainted with our f acilities and our staff, 

that you 1 earn the curr ent problems of aeronautical research, and our pr ogress 

toward their solution. Some matters are either omi tted or presented in 
. .. 

qual itative form only for security reasons . The results which are presented 

ar e not classified. Those who have need of more detailed information and 

' ''' who are properly clear ed may schedule di s cussions with our staff by wri ting 
"', ­

or telephoning my office in Wash i ngton . 




