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Ray Sharp 
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By ED CI.ARKE 

am(.he Ask 'Ray Sharp how he broke into 
Rvlation and he'll tell you, "That's a 

"ng tunny story," 
But the "joke" was on aviation 

"st for today, after 20 years In the field, 
cn- Edward Raymond Sharp is qne of 

the nation's key men In mAking our 
mg fighters and bombers higher and 
.nt faster tlyers than thOse of the Axis. 
I he As admInistrative officer of the 
'IS- Government's new NACA airplane 

engIne research. laboratory now rls­
• alng at a rapId pace .on the 200-acre 
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sIte on the west sIde of Cleveland 
AIrport, it was hIs job not only to 
design and build the center but to 
see that it was advanced far enough 
to solve the problems of airplane re­
search tomorrow-the day of the 
rocket ship and the 600~mlle-an­
hour speeds In stratosphere. 

As the story goes, he literally flew 
into American aViation aboard the 
Italian airShip Roma, which the 
Government accepted from Italy in 
1922 as a payment on the !taHan 
war debt. 

The ship was brought to America 
in parts by boat and taken directly 
to Langley Field, Va., for rebulIding. 
HavIng just finished work In a 
southern shIpyard and being at 
Langley Field, Mr. Sharp was hired 
by the Army to take charge ot as­
sembling the aIrship. 

That he dId his job well, there 1s 
l1ttle dOUbt, tor upon completion the 
Anny l'ecommended him for em­
ployment at Langley Field. Anc~ 1n 
spl~ Ilf thll fact that hkl ~fYtC811;,'. 
~~f•. ,f!lJ~,'~Y.cnl..;_'" 

'iYlasf. '-he .became the NACA's 54th 
employee. 
"\ In three years time he rose from 
l\~llar bOss to administrative officer 
ot the field and later was appointed 
II 0 nat r U 0 t 10 n administrator for 
lIJAOA When they expanded to Mot­
fett FIeld, OftJ., and Cleveland. 

:Sam on a tarm 1n Elizabeth CIty 
County, Va., in 1894, he'was the old­
elt ot seven children; He spent the 
early days ot his business career 
working In shIpyards along the 
eastern seaboard from Norfolk, Va. 
to Tampa. Fla. The two things he 
lik:ed mo:;t were boats Rnd the ocean 
and durIng the first World War he 
lots llltle time in enlisting In the 
Navy. 

Serving aboard the U. S. S, Sacra­
mento. a gunboat based at Gibral­
tar, he spent 16 months In the war 
convoy shIpping servIce and never 
saw. a submarine, never lost a shIp, 
nor was any shIp in hIs convoy at­
tacked. 

Atter the war he was assigned to 
the Naval Reserve as a chIef petty 
o1!l.cer and later commissioned. He 
retired only l'ecently wIth the rank 
of Ileutenant commander. 

Shortly after his' employment at 
Langley Field, he attended evening 
courses at Wll1iam'and Mary Law 

.School and 1n 1924 was graduated 
wIth an LL.B. degree. Toda\' he Is a 
member of the VIrginIa bar. 

His chief hobby. he cays, Is sym­
phonic musIc and operas. His other 

:hobbles Include work, Which he does 

Opposes Expulsion of Lakewood H."gh
'. 
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School Pup."I's" 
l--------&.~. __ . _ 

from 12 to 16 h'01,lrs a day, and fish-
ing for ocean crabs. One of his prize 
possessIons Is a huge Capehart con-
1I0ie with lots of attachments for ra-
diD recr!ption and for playing of paper and he usually has a lighted thInk they have the rIght plan lor 
symphonic music. clgal'eHe on his ash tray. He'd defeating the AxIs. It would be in­

He's elttremely lond of oysters and rathel' have his fellow workers-over terestlng to know It any of them 
already has ordered several barrels 5{)O in all-think of him as an ad- mentloned<the airplane. 
to be sent up from Norfolk, Va., now viser then Ithe boss and, he says, his 
that they are in season. greatest feellngot prIde comes from 
. One at his pet projects, he related, knowing that he helped plan and 

was to get t.he U. S, Civll Servlce place evcry stick: and st.one In this 
CommIssion, after two years of con. new laboratory, 
tinuous work, to recognIze the abill- BercA. Is where he now Ilycs with 
ties of youthful modelalrcratt b\llld- hls wife and three cl11ldJ'en, Robert 
ers and hIre them at. LangIPy F'!l'1d Rlchllrd, 15 months; Ellnor Ray, 4, 
and other NACA crnt('rs RS !l1odel, lind Edwl\f(\ G .. 22. WllO lln~ Ju~t "n-
makers to bullet Ihe planes \1S('<\ 1n listed as a naval aviation cadet. 

. I, A WORD }'ROM I JOSII WISS 

Running' up agalnsl. a 

I stone ~'all ain't so bad If 
iyou liln't runllln' fast. 

"I k~j.:tw ~ lot of appeasers in , 
VnitcII States." postcards C. 
"They ~re the post office workl 
who f.re trying to appea$e th, 
credltcT's with the Model T sa.larie;' .. . .;; 

Kai1',-l1 City dl~patch says thr. 
wasn't ". single fight on the fln. 
durlnr, the American Legion con 
ventlor... What's the matter wil 
the A, i L,. members? qettlng 0)(; 
and wh;er--or just older? 

. ...... 
GOvl;illOr Bricker intends ito a, 

the Legislature In January to ser?­
the Irol.\:.fence that was built aroun 
the sta.te house many years ago 1 

lte~p Oi\~. the pigs. It mIght jn 
as well 'be l'crapped. It never ker" 
out any pigs. They used the gate 

W~ ~ave a 'peeve and we • br 
Jlt;\',f you will &ft'ee we hal" . 
gOC~ .' rtrht to one, for .;-It' i 
bas~d upon the lack of faj, 
nes! . upon' which' We-all', 
pl'nb~bly you, too-have bel", 
treat.ed. It's this: We gatl.· 
erc~ every ounce of scrap tha' 
WiI!\ In our garage and base· 
n1l! .1. and IlI,ve it to tiomebod' 

.,,-,;. wa .~~T~P,llllD~r Wbo it 11'8'. 

":~~, . ,.;~"* .uppoaedJ~,Jb'~1' 
'.'.: ~61'\;.."tb,n..:.l_ tJ' u. _~Hr 

stee ll.olnpany, We didn'" CPot 

a penny for our ~crap. ·And 
now wl'/ 'J'~~d tbat JOIl LOul,,;,and 
Billy Conn art' to recelvo '135.· 

. 451 fo't their serap. 
. I' • .. ~ 

Which remlnds us that Dodger 
fans carrIed 65 tons of acrap l' 
Ebbetts FIeld in Brooklyn. The... 
had ,to do it. COuldn't get tht 
team to contribute any. 

.41 .. 
A Lincoln (Neb.> editor bas1lled 

wIth the secretary of state petitions 
signed by 15,000 voters asking that 
the name of Senator George W. 
NOrrIs be placed on the ballot liS 
an independent candIdate and the 
senator. who has expressed many 
times a desIre to retire. saYII he 
may run. And that's what we'd cal1 
encouraging news to everybody but 
the Robert Te..fts.. .. .. 

1 n; t I kith I b The National Inventors' Council ex!'el' n."n a wor n e a ora- expec\.s to receive today the 100,­
tories' wlnd tunnels. 

When he talks he always nervously OOOth suggestion 'submitted 1n the 
folds. refolds and unfolds, a sUp ot past two years by AmerIcal1ll who 

• <II' • 
A Ft. BlilIS, Tcx., dlspatClh 

laY' that whlie a coast. ar-
tillery battery was siandlng at 
attention for roll call one or 
the men In the ranks collapsed. 
Other members or the batter)' 
hurriedly went to hb aid imd 
were much a'stonl&hed to find 
the man asleep. What do YOII 

i.~iP~.e,~~::~rrV~'lte thlnkJI he 
W~ ](11\1'11 ~"IIH'lillllll IIII II' tvrr". 

. A"" ...... 1' ... 1 1...... 1 .u.~· .....~ •.. ..1 ..... _ 

II 
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Lab Chief Flew Into U~ S. Aviation 
.When· Italy Sent Airplane Roma Here,' 
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DR. SHARP COMPLETES 30 EVENTFUL YEARS WITH NACA 
STAFF MEMBERS OFFER GOOB WISHES AT HANGAR (;EREMONY 

Victory Predicts Great 
Future For Graduates 

I,you have a challenging and 
unlimited opportunity to ren­
der a lifetime of useful work 
to your country, 11 Dr. John F. 
Victory, NACA's Executive Sec­
retary, told the graduating 
class of 23 trades apprentices 
at ceremonies Mon., Feb. 4 in 
the auditorium. 

In emphasizing the impor­
tance of skilled craftsmen's 
work to the NACA's research 
_ ort, Dr. Victory asserted, 

less we have superiority in 
the air, I don't concede our 
great country a chance to sur­
vive an all-out war." 

The apprentices were also 
fortunate in hearing a short 
speech by Dr. Hugh L. Dryden, 
NACA Director, whose busy 
schedule permitted him to be 
at the Laboratory. In his re­
marks Dr. Dryden observed that, 
"The great virtue of the NACA 
is that we have peoale who try 
out ideas. 1l There is great op­
?ortunity and satisfaction 
that comes with the ability to 
take ideas on paper and create 
something t.":1a t takes shape be­
fore your eyes in the shops. 
He concluded his statements by 
asserting that everyone in the 
NACA should be pushed to his 
limit in an effort to reach 
our research goals. 

Dr. Sharp, acting as chair­
man for the exercises,stressed 
the vital role of the journey­
man in various trades. He in­
troduced tho other speakers 
including Abe Silverstein and 
ilLl Vanta, olass president. .,lr. Silverstein speaking on 
the relation of the mechanical 
staff to research objectives 
offered the graduates these 
three goals to guide them in 

(Continued on Page 6) 

At official ceremonies on Februa~ 3, 1952, marking the 30th anniversary 
of his service ~ith the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics, over 
2500 employees and guests paid warm and "pontaneous tributes to the creative 
leadership of Dr. Edward R. Sharp for hie part in building the research fa­
cilities and staff. 

Dr. H.J.E. Reid, Director of the Langley Laboratory where Dr. Sharp began 
his NACA service,presided over the ceremonies in the Flight Research Build­
ing of the Lewis Flight PropUlsion Laboratory. Dr. Hugh L. Dryden, NACA Di­
rector, presented to Dr. Sharp the 30 year service award. 

DR. SHARP PLEASED BY CElIDIONIES 
Way I take this means of express­

ing to all of you who attended the 
ceremonies on Sunday, February 3, as 
well as to aU ot my other friends 
throughout the organization, my deep­
est appreciation ot your expressions 
of good will and friendship on the 
occasion ot my thirtieth anniversary 
with the NACA. 

I also wish particularly to thank 
aU of you who gave time and thought 
to the mall,Y arrangements which made 
this such a pleasant and memorable 
occasion for me. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. John F. Victory, NACA Execu­
tive Secretary, paid personal tribute 
to his friend and on behalf of the 
National Advisory Committee for 
Aeronautics presented to Dr. Sharp 
an illuminated scroll, "In apprecia­
tion of thirty years of effective 
and unstinting service in positions 
of high trust and responaibility at 
the Langley, Ames and Lewis Labora­
tories of the NACA, ~ho join in ex­
tending congratulationa and best 
wishes for continued success." 

Fitting reminder of Dr. Sharpl s 
ability to select an enduring, au~ 

porting organization was giTen by 
Kr. S.J. DeFrance, Aaes Director,who 
presented hill with a scroU signed 
by the 36 remaining meabara ot the 
original start of 44 which Dr. Sharp 
brought together nearly 12 years ago 
when he started building the Aaea 
laboratory. 

Speaking tor the Lewis staI'f, Kr. 
Abe Silverstein, Chiet of Research. 
expressed gratitUde for Dr. SharplS 
leadership and pledged continuing 
support. 

Dr. Sharp's "sponse showed how 
deeply be appreciated the wara trib­
ute of his JIllOJ'" friend. and the gen­
erous support and eftort ot hia 
associates throughout hi. career. 

The hangar was appropriately dec­
orated for the occuion by employees 
who worked eTenings and Saturdays. 
The NACA Choral Club and the NACA 
Band presented musical selections 
prior to the formal csrelllOnies. The 
Choral Club, under the direction of 
Yr. James C. KcCollum, put an an im­
pressiTe demonstration of their 
prowess, and the band, under the di­
rection of Howard Douglass, making 
!ts first public appeara e, &mazed 

(Continue on Page 6) • 
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The Laboratory sta!! and gue.sts attended the 30th 
anniversary celebration•.••.• 

••••••&8 did Dr. Sharp's daughter,Elinor Ray,Yrs. 
Sharp. and hie mother, Yrs. E.T. Sharp•••••• 1 ••••.•&8 well as aome employees who have been as­

sociated with him for many year~. 

• NAC! Choral Club in action while the NACA Band 
takes time out. 



c .. 
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• 

Abe Silverstein expressed the congratulations ot 
the Lewis statt•••••• 

••••••and Dr. Dryden presented the NACA 3D-year 
service emblem to Dr. _Sharp. 

The staff and guests extended their personal good 
wishes to Dr. Sharp and were introduced to Dr. 
Dryden and other distinguished visitors. 

• 

After top level discussion among the NACA pilots •• • ••.•• the Sharps prepare for take off. 
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APPRENTICES GRADUATE

Paul Vanta. class president re­
ceives his certificate ot graduation
!rom Charles Herrmann.ExecutiTe Eng­
ineer.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

A sight you'll aost likely DeTer
ace - Ray MadJ.gan nt.hout his red
tie.

500 HEAR S SEJiVIC~'S CLUB NE1fSIKORSKY ON On Feb. 2 the Senie_",', Club

HEllOCOPTER 'S FUTURE held their FebNAry ""lie at the assuming responsibility as
j ourneymen: (1) become a mem­HW18arian Self Culture Club. !hie e-

A. record crowd of 500 j&Jllllled the vent wa~ held for active -.bers and ber of the team. (2) improve
auditoriua to hear Dr. Igor Sikorslq .ive~. skills of your trade and (3)
discuss hellocopters in or and Arter a deliciou~ dinner of develop leadership.
peace at the local SAB section meet- chicken and duck they were enter- tIr. Vanta responded with an
ing on Feb. 11. taioed by piano and dolin music. explanation of why the •

"Heliocopters in their present [-------:,:,0'-'-::'::--';:::'::::====-==='---1 trainee s chose the NACA
contiguration wtil not exceed ~peeds CARD OF THANKS how the classroom and sh
of 200 aph due to atalling of the Kildred Huetter of the Facilities methods courses had fulfilled
retreatil18 b1.&de." predicted Dr. Si- Engineering Division wishes to thank: their expectations.
koraky. In diScussing the use of the all of her friends for their kind The graduates were present­
conTertible hel1ocopter he "arned thoughtfulness and girts sent during ed their certificates by Mr.
that it has disadvantages as "ell... her illness. Charles Herrmann. Inside each
adTantages and that there is a defi- certificate there was a notice
nite lou in etticiency as coapared of a pay advancement to the
with the use ot either type aircraft journeyman level.
aloDe.Looking into the future again. Present at the ceremonies
Dr. Sikorsky said that "Some hel1o- W8I'e Mr. Perry Ellsworth. Vet_
copters will cOll.e out with stub era."1S Administration; Mr. E.Iol.
wings in an effort to take lift awaT Hi'" ins. Federal Bureau of
from t.he rotors which at present is A!l~renticeship; Mr. Walter
a lindtation to forward speed.· Hixson. Langley Training Offi-

In conclusion. the designer of A- cer; members of the LewIs ad-
merica's first successful helioco~ visory board, apprentice in-
ter advised that hellocopters be stI'uctors. and members of
used 1lI0re and more for rescue worlc other 8nprentice classes.
where. when used in groups. this The' class was divided. into
type aircraft would be especially trades &8 follows:
Taluabl8 in case of an atomic attack Electrician J&lIleS Brichacek.
on a citT. Wilbur Wolte.

Uachin.ist - "11.li.aa DaT1.e. Walter
Gliebe. ltichael lIodk. J_es Pro-
chaska. Harold Tuck.

Fl18ht Propulsion Kechanic - An­
drew Horn,rak. Vincent D1.P1az'l&.~'
Ji&slach. All'red. PereiTal. Nic
Ri.cc1&rd1. Leo 't'heobald,lU.chard

Feb. 16 _ Engine Research Division ser, U;rroo 5e1ltak,in abnntia. OSAP'.
2nd Annual Banquet Inatrument Yechanic Basil

Feb. 18 _ Start Conference.Waterials Kluchnik• .Buf:ene S.t-erlT.
Feb. 23 - Instrument Branch Party ATiati.on lIet&l-.ith - ~aa Kat'­
Feb. 25 - Bridge Session at 7:00 pIl. her. Wayne Ra,ymond, Rich&rd Siggel-
Feb. 26 _ League of Women Voters leow. Leonard Teear. Paul Vanta.
Feb. 28 _ Archery Club Keeting lbod lrodellllaker - Robert Spaul­

ding.
WALlDPS GIVEN KAGAZlNE COVmAGE 1-'="'---------------

A color photogra?h on the tront
cover and a one-page article on the
NACA pilotless aircraft ~tation at
Wallops Island, Va. appear in the
February issue of ·Radio-Electron-
ics" magazine.

The cover photo shows special
design radio antennas on the roof of
the 1'fallope Control 8u1lding. ODE TO DRIVERS

The article discusses the part Our parking ~ones are clearIT
radio and radar play in promoting IIll.rked.
aeronautical relleareh at Wallops. So if by chance, before lOu

parked.
You'd exercise a little care.
"No Parking" means you CAN'T

park: there.

Lab folJUJ trown as cars speed
past.

Wondering why driTers go ao
fast.

How about cha.n&in,g those frowns
to sailes.

aea..ber the speed liait's
20 1fiLES.

by Uidge 5aunders.Plant Protection

ANNUAL REPORT
modern high performance aircraft re­
sults in greatly increased costs.
whether measured in manpower or
dollars. and places more at stake in
the success or failure of the re­
search upon which superior perform­
ance is predicated.· Dr. Hunsaker
wd.

Copies of the annual report "ill
soon by available tor reference use
in the Library.

SHARP CEREMONIES 
those present "ith the excel.lence of 
its perforoance. considering the 
short time that. they haTe been or-
ganized. The girls of the stat! vied 
with each other in producing a gen-
eroWl buffet of attractlYe cakes. 
cookies and refreshmenh for the at-
tending guests. 

Following the formal ceremonies, 
during which honored guests and mem-
bers of Dr. Sharpls family were in-
troduced by Dr. Reid. Dr. Sharp and 
other NACA officials held a rece~ 

tion in the Administration BuildirJ& 
auditorium where employees and 
friends were given an opportunity t.o 
extend their personal congratulatiom 

Dr. Sharp joined the Langley Lab-
oratory as an airplane mechanic on 
February 1. 1922 &lXl in 1925 was 
PJ"Qllloted t.o Chiet Clerk and Property 
Officer. In 1936 he was appoint«l 
AdminietratiTe Officer and. in 1941. 
in recognition of outstanding ser-
vice was made Senior Adminllitrative 
Olticer. As the NACA expanded and 
branched out fro/ll the parent labora-
tory at Langley. Dr. Sharp "as sent 
to YoUett Field in 1940 to lluper-
vise construction of the Ames Aero-
nautical Laboratory. He was later 
recalled to Langley to IIIILke plans 
for our own Lewis Flight Pro~llion 

Laboratory. Early in 1942 he w.. 
appointO!d CoOl!ltNction Administrator 
and later ..de Direct.or. 

Scenes of the ceremonies are ahown 
in photographs on Pages J and 4.

[----'==--=-:::--;;;::::;;;:;;;-------1 
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FOR SALE
ManIs 21 jewel Elgin

wrist watch,S mos. old. Earl
Brown, 3271.

LIBRARY REVIEW
eo irregu]~r and incoherent
a manner, that it Is impos­
sible,without documentation,
to obtain a clear and con~

cise view of any particular
branch of knowledge. large
or small. This disorder
reigns in the production of
of documents of all kinds.
Documentation is the nec­
essary remedy ••• Because the
material.with which it deals
is so much the more volumi­
nous, its methods must be so
~uch the more urecise. So.
by his unostentatious drud­
gery. the documentalist con­
tributes to the increased
nroduction of the genius,and
becomes, by proxy. the bene­
factor of mankind.

GOLFBIII WIN TEAM BONORSCAT

c. I. EXAM NEWS

m·th the g{eglers
The t1ret pha58 of the winners werd": Net Wi th the reBUlar 1950-51

Men's Golf League pIa,. came Clan 1 Burtt-Jackeon 39 bowling season due to start
to an end Saturday, August Clasa 2 Jacobaen-Caton 32 the second week of September.
26 at Lo,..l Oak couree when Class 3 Rabinowitz-Wyatt 32 active interest of Lab wor­
Karl Kovach'. Compressor and Cl..... Preeton-Walksr 28 kers Is conaplcuous only by
Turbine team beat Mike 8.j- its abeanos.
na's Machine Shop bo,.. 17. The goIters are now begln- Teams are s till needed to
t:n 91 to wIn the "team" com- ning match pl_,. to determine fIll the slgpt alleys can,

titIan. Kovach' a team had individual champions In each tracted at Detrolt-Buntt
n the first half. while of the four claues into in Lakewood. Although the
jna's team had won the which the league 18 divided. time, 9:30 p.m. on Fridays,

second haIr. Finals of this oompetition is not the best, these al-
On the same day the reat and the field da,. for all leys are among the beat on

of the league golfers played golfers ha. been aoheduled the West Side, a fact that
:a:...:b.:e.:•.:t--=b=a='='--=to:.ur=n::a=m::e=n::t:..=---_.:Th=e:,~'::o~r___=s.:e:op.:t.:•...::.2::3...::.a.:t--=L:.oy~al=_0:.aIc:::.:.._-I 18 subat ant1 ated by the de ­

c1810n to hold the NatIonal
APPRENTICES RESUME CLASSES Doubles Tournament there du­

It's back-to-scnool time ring this season.
An examination for the Team captains and indivi-for the Laboratory's 135 0 tposition of Trades Helper, Trades Anorontices. The dual bowlers are urge a

W8-3, $2267 per year and WB- fall term of classes contact Cliff Haight, 2lB4,
5, $2537 per year has been or Harry Sebert, 3249, at

O h L b will begin on Septem~er lB. once I' they w··t to bowlannounce by tea orato- , _.
, B 0 , Cl 11 S 1 EXCHANGE TO HANDLE ICE thl ••ea.on.ry soar 0 v erv ce

Examiners. The exam is di- CAPADES TICKET ORDERS Individual bowlers are
vided into four options: Order blanks for tickets needed for the Tech Service
carpenter, pipefitter. ma- for the Ice Caoades, Seot. league, bowling at Smlcka
son, and painter. 29 through Oct. 15 at the Recreation, 5004 Storer Ave.

Apulicants should file Arena, will be available at at 7:00 p.m. on Fridays.
Application Form 57 and Form the Exchange. As usual. the Anyone interested should
500l~ABC at the Board office tickets will be specially call John Macuga at 3273.
in Room 108. Adm. Bldg. Tl1.e L~O~"-.:'~C:.':.d::..:'~O-"::..:L:.a:.b::..:w-'.C0:.":.k:.e:.".:'.:.-_-__! President Irene Kive8 re-
closing date for recel?t of ports that there are still
applications is Sept. 18. does not have competitive 1 , i di id alstatus and wishes to qualify o'Pen nge or n v uAny employee now working bowl ere in the 2O-team
as a Trades Helper and who for permanent appointment women'e league at the Pair-
__________________'_h_O_u_'_O_'_I_'_'_'_o_"_'_h_l_'_e-''"-,m~._---4v iew All eva. Intere eted

parties should call Irene at
2200.

A 11ne .trln, of wlall.eyed pilee ere proudly di.pllayed by 
(1. to r.) Henry Melt.er (Febricetlon), Mre. Sherp end Dr. 
Sharp. The trio I.nded theIr cetch off Avon by trollin, 
on e reef end aain, apinne.ra. Accordln, to Dr. Sharp,hie 
Ca tch ie do.n at the e•• II end of the etrin,. Henry clau,ht 
the bI, one •. The Ier,e.t •••• ured 28 inchea land ... j,hed 
8 3/4 pound•. 

rarrighi
Typewritten Text
Wing Tips: September 1, 1950
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DR. SHARP RECEIVES STANDING OVATION AT tA.S. INSTALLATION 

At the Honors Night Dinner Monday, January Z3. 1956, Dr. Edward R. Sharp was 
installed as President of the Institute of Aeronautical Sciences for 1956. 

Following the dinner at the Grand Ballroom of the Hotel Sheraton Astor in New 
York City, was the presentation of Fellowships and six other awards. One of these, 
the Sylvanus Albert Reed Award, was presented to H. Julian Allen of Ames Laboratory 
for his contributions in salving problems in the design of supersonic airplanes and 
missles. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

I am very proud to reproduce the following letter received from Dr. Dryden. 

Dear Doctor Sharp: 

The National Safety Council has advised that, under t6e prOVIsions of the Plan 
for Recognizing Good Industrial Safety Records, adopted by the Industrial Conference 
of the National Safety Council on January 14, 195Z, the Lewis Flight Propulsion Lab­
oratory has qualified for the Council's highest award, the "Award of Honor". A 
copy of the official announcement is enclosed for your information. 

Official records show that the Lewis Laboratory has qualified for the "Award of 
Honor" twice within a period of eighteen consecutive months, the maximum number 
possible. In addition the records show that during this same period of time the 
Laboratory received a first place award in the Aeronautical Industries Safety 
Contest sponsored by the National Saiety Council. This achievement points up that 
work of an extreme hazardous nature can be accomplished in an efficient manner 
with a minimum number of disabling injuries to NACA employees and only minor 
damage to Government property. 

These facts will be officially reported to the Committee. On behaU of the 
NACA congratulations are extended to you, Mr. Eugene Manganiello, Chairman of 
the Executive Safety Board, Mr. Alois Krsek, Safety Engineer, and to the entire 
staff. 

The award plaque is not yet ready for presentation, but will be forwarded to 
you as soon as possible. 

Sincerely yours, 
Signed Hugh L. Dryden, Director 

The accom.plishment would not be possible without the teamwork and cooperation 
of all units and levels of our laboratory. I congratulate each employee for doing his 
part in earning this recognition and I know that we will continue to regard safety as 
one of the most important elements in our efforts. /s/ Edward R. Sharp 
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"Gifted Leader" 

Dr. Abe Silverstein, director Dr. Sharp, 67, of NASA's Office of ·space 
Flight Programs, who formerly 
served here as associate direc­Ex-Chief at 
tor under Dr .. Sharp, said: 

"It was. my singular privi-
lege to have an.intimate busi-Lewis, Dies 
ness as~ociation with Ray Sharp 
for more than 30 years. That Dr. Edward R. Sharp, whose 
experience provided a most re-

visionary insights into the nu­ warding insight _into his great 
clear-space age were vindicat~d • character, devotion to duty, 
by history, died of cancer yes:. and genuine interest in · all per­

sons who worked under his terday in his home at 17877 
direction. He was a g i f t e d 

Lake Road, Lakew90<.1. B:e :}V~ 1 leader and I am grateful for 
s1. ;-:;-~, 1;-~:;,//r\:·1~;Y 1 having known and worked for 

and learned so much from him. Dr. Sharp had retired last 
"To . his wife, his daughter, January as director of the his · two sons· and his grand­Lewis Research Center of · the . . Dr. Edwar~ R. Sharp 

children, I extend my deepest 
Nati~n~l A~~on~utics and Space ·o· Sh - .. sympathy." 
Aclmm1strat10n -here. · r • · a rp I. 6 . 7 I Dr, Sharp had recently re­

He was recognized interna- i . , ceived NASA's medal for "out­
standing leadership." t!onally for his lea_dership In ~he E· ·.X -C. h ·, e f a· -t 1 

Dr. Sharp was born at Eliza­
and space technology. Under his J 
fields of aeronautics, propulsion . 

be.th City County, Va., on March 
9, 1894, of an old southern fam-direction the Lewis . Research L e w ·,. s I D ··, e s 

Center beg-an planning nuclear : ily.. . '· 
r e s e a r c h before America · In · Submarine Zones 
dropped its first nuclear bomb : ~ From First Page In World War I Dr. Sharp 
on Japan. ·scientist or engineer. He was served aboard ~ naval gunb~at 

He and other directors of ·educated as a lawyer and was on_ escort duty m the subn:,anne 
· NASA's predecessor, the Na- a member of the bar in his zones of the North Atlantic and 

tional Advisory Committee for native Virginia. Mediterr~nean. He ~tt~ined the 
Aeronautics, foresaw man-in- HiS role was described as that rank o! heute~ant J~mor grade 
space projects long before of a catalyst. An associate once o~ active service. When he re-

. NASA \\'as created. explained: "He sets the environ- !ired from the Naval_ Reserve 
· 45 Years of Service ment for others to do the job m l~l. he was a lleutenant 

The tjtle of director emerit~s and to work happily." co~;_°:~?.~r-,11:,1. u1111:: :,rn1:e ui1:: 

of Lewis Research Center-was Dr. Hugh L. Dryden,_ deputy war and despite the many 
given nr. Sharp on March 31, administr~tor . of . NASA, said crises of the past decade that 
1961. His r ct ire men t four yesterday m Washmglon: the Berlin threat appears to 

"On behalf of the NASA . months earlier closed a career 
headquarters s t <1 f f, . t h e ad-of almost 45 years' service to 
ministrator and myself, I wish the nation in the Navy, NACA 
to pay tribute to our valued and NASA. 
friend, able associate and 

As director of the $125 mil- trusted counselo1· of many 
lion research plant. he super- years' standing· who has passed 
vised a staff of 2,700. Yet he from our midst_ For nearly half 
bad no formal training as a a century . he was active in 
Continued on 1•ag-e 5. Column 4 guid!ng the course of scientific 

L- 'the>jun~Jes of Laos, a, war in ,research ,bY the NACA and its 
· which all the advantages of successor; the NASA. 
~ geography woul? be on the side "He· was a man. of high pur-

of the Communists? pose ·and an unerring sense of 
"Even m9re perplexing than valu~s and devotion to the 

:i the que~tipn ,of, how to .win a causes in which he believed Al­
;· 'total vktory' · is the ~rob,lem of though not trained as a s~ien­
' ~hat we. wquld do, with 1t<>nce tist, he .. demonstrated an un­
.- it was wop: Would we ~:nder- usual ability for directing th·e 
,, take. a .. null tar~ occupatipn -of careers and talents of many of 
o Russia _and China and l~ur,ich our most gifted men into the 

a m,assive P_r~gra,m to. '.re-~u- right channels for the benefit 
;, cate ¥0? m1lh_on R~ss1ans and of the individual and the na­
- 600 mllbon Ch,mese in the ways tion. 
i, of Western democracy?" "We view his passing with 
1, . profound regret. Our sympathy 
1- goes· to his wife, his children 

and grandchildren,- and to the 
, many thousands of his· admiring July 25, 1961 

friends and associates." 
\. 
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Tree Dedicated to Dr. Sharp 
Dedication of a tree planted in memory of the late Dr. Edward R. 

Sharp, former Director of the Lewis Research Center, took place last 
week. 

Mrs. Sharp and Dr. A be Silverstein participated in the dedication 
ceremonies, which were attendee! by a number of Lewis staff members. 

The tree - - a flowering crabtree -- is planted along the walk to the 
Cafeteria's main entrance. A bronze plaque implanted on a rock in front 
of the tree reads in part: 

"This tree is planted in fond memory of Dr. Edward R. Sharp, Di­
rector, 1940-1961, who did so much to beautify these grounds." 

Another memorial to the late Director - the Edward R. Sharp 
Medical Library at Southwest Community Hospital in Berea - will 
mark its first anniversary on June 12. The library is used in the train­
ing and instruction of medical technologists at the hospital. 

Dr. Sharp, who died in 1961 after nearly 45 years service to the 
nation, was instrumental in establishing Lewis and the Ames Research 
Center in California. Dr. Sharp retired from government service in 1961 
and shortly thereafter was named Director Emeritus of Lewis. 

Dr. Sharp was renowned internationally for his work and associa­
tion with aeronautical research. He frequently represented the U. S. at 
professional meetings in many European countries. 

. . 

During more than four decades of service to the U. S., Dr. Sharp 
received many awards and honors. In 1947 he received the U. S. Medal 
for Merit; in 1948 he Was awarded an honorary doctorate of science de­
gree by Case Institute of Technology; in 1958 the Distinguished Service 
Award from Cleveland Technical Societies Council; doctor of engineer­
ing degree from Fenn College in 1958; and in 1961 he received NASA's 
Medal for Outstanding Leadership. 

Photo by Paul Riedel 

MEMORIAL TREE is admired by Dr. Abe Silverstein and Mrs. Ed­
ward R. Sharp. 
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Centau,r Flight Success;
All Primary Goals Met

MAY ALL TIlE JOY UNIQUE TO CHRISTMAS)
AND ALL THE HAPPINESS INHERENT

IN THE NEW YEAR,
BE YOURS.

Vol. 1, No. 23 Christmas Eve, 1964

AC-4, the fourth of eight planned engineering development flights
of 'lhc Lewis-managed Centaur vehicle, was successfully launched from
Cape Kennedy, Fla., on Dec. 11 _

The second stage Centaur was
in a 90-mile-high orbit for 15 hours
before burning up while re-enter­
ing the atmosphere over the South
Pacific.

The flight achieved all of its
six pimary test objectives.

It demonstrated the structural
integrity of the Atlas and Centaur
during all powered phases of
flight.

It demonstrated the system in­
tegrity of the guidance system, ob­
tained data on the measuring ac­
curacy of the system, and showed
that the guidance system could
provide proper discrete and steer­
ing signals to the Atlas and Cen­
taur flight control systems.

The structural and thermal in­
tegrity of the Centaur nose fair­
ings and insulation panels and the
satisfactory performance of the
jettison system for these compon­
ents were verified.

A secondary objective concern­
ing restart of the Centaur's RL-I0
engines in orbit was not achieved.
Project officials are investigating
what caused the stage to tumble,

preventing propellants from reach­
ing the pumps.

A team from the Centaur Proj­
ect Office here was on hand for
the launch, made for Lewis by
the Goddard Launch Operations
Branch.

Merriment
Royal

MERRY WAS Queen and Christ­
mas was King for these lads and
1800 other children recently. For
a look at the sou r c e of their
laughter, see Page 6.

Sculpture Study Of 
Dr. Sharp Completed -

A bust pf thp latc Dr. Edward R. Sharp has bppn cast recently and 
will soon be placer! in a prominent location at the Center in memory of 
the fonner Lewis Directol'. 

The life-size sculpture study is 
the wOl'k of Louise Fergus. She is 
a retired member of the Illustra­
tion Section of Lewis' Technical 
Information Division and now lives 
in Virginia. 

The bust of the late Dr. Sharp 
has been cast in "hydrostone" and 
mounted on a walnut base. Dick 
Schulke, Chief of the Graphics 
Branch, Technical Information, is 
designing a pedestal. A suitable 
location is being studied. 

Mrs. Fergus was well-known 
for her sculpture abilities during 
her nearly 20 years at Lewis. She 
handled all assignments in sculp­
ture for many years. 

Among other works, she created 
bas-reliefs of the late Dr. George 
W. Lewis and Dr. John F. Victory 
for plaques. She also did consider­
able work on the model of the 
Lab housed in the Ad Building 
foyer. 

Dr. Sharp died in 1961. He had 
retired earlier that year after 
nearly 40 years service to the na­
tion in a distinguished career with 
NACA-NASA. 

Director of Lewis from 1940 un­
til 1961, he was named Director 
Emeritus shortly after retirement. 

Aftel' service in the U. S. Navy 
for five years. Dr. Sharp began 
his career with NACA at the 
Langley Aeronautical Laboratory 
in 1922. His advancement in the 
agency was rapid. 

He was instrumental in estab­
lishing the Ames Research Center 
in California and later the Lewis 
Research Center. He directed im­
portant World War II and post­
war aeronautical and space re­
search at this Center. 

Dr. Sharp was renowned inter­
nationally for his work and as­
sociation WIth aeronautical re­
search. He frequently represented 
the United States at professional 
meetings in many European coun­
tries. 

His honors were many. In 1947 
he received the U. S. Medal for 
Merit; 1948, an honorary doctorate 
of science from Case Institute of 
Technology; 1958, the Distinguish­
ed Service Award from the Cleve­
land Technical Societies Council; 
1958, honorary doctor of engineer­
ing degree from Fenn College; 
1961, NASA's Medal for outstand­
ing Leadership. among others. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Boy Gets Braces From Gifts
To Christmas Club

Technology Utilization Has New
Office Location; Programs Review

Arranging For Car Pools

Silverstein Named To CSU Trustees Board

Foster was empioyed by Arthur
G. McKee and Co., an international
(ngineering and contracting firm,
for 15 years befor·e joining SNPO
two years ago. He assumed his
present position in September.

Working on the pl'Ogram is a
staff with a wide range of techni­
cal backgrounds. A dclibcrflte mix­
ture, they bl'ing together diverse
backgrounds in both NASA re­
search and development and indus­
trial activities.

Still another function of the TU
office involves the handling of re­
quests from non-aerospace indus­
trialists for information on new
aerospace technology.

The requests come from many
sources as a result of the elissem­
ination actiVities, of conferences,
speeches, and news articlcs. Any
one mO:1th may bring from 25 to
200 or more, and each is answer'cd.

A related program for the trans­
fer of aerospace technology, by the
briefing conference mechanism, to
identifiable, single-industry audi­
ences is in the early stages of de­
velopment.

At Lewis. the present program
covers:

In addition, under the direction
of Dr. Walter T, Olson, Assistant
Director for Public Affairs, and
James E. Burnett, Chief, Industrial
Programs, creative approaches us­
ing effective new ways and means
to achieve the broad objectives
are being developed.

The Technology Utilization Office has recently moved into new
quarters.

Formerly housed in the Utilities Building, the office is now located
in Room 214, Administration Building. Telephone numbers remain the
same, PAX 5233, 8049; PBX 6832, 6833.

Recently named Chief of Tech- The New Technology Conference
nology Utilization is Paul E. Fos- held at Lewis on June 4 and 5 of
ter, formerly associated with the this year for some 350 top level
Space Nuclear Propulsion Office industrialists from northeastern
here. Ohio, and repeated by request on

The broad objective of the TU Oct. 29 and 30 for a like audience
program is to provide an import- from adjacent states was one such
ant tool for national economic effort.
progress by speeding general use
of scientific knOWledge and in­
creased engineering skills created
in the space effort.

-- Identification and Retrieval of
Innovations: recognition and re­
cording of a new product, inven­
tion, device, material, process,
method, technique, or idea result­
ing from NASA in-house or con­
tracted programs.

- Evaluation and Interpreta­
tion: appraisal of innovations for
potential general application, in­
dexing, and translation of the in­
formation Into most useful form.

-- Dissemination: release of in­
formation to the industrial and
business community by various, ef­
fective media - pUblications, con­
ferences, meetings, films, exhibits,
etc.

One of the
youllgsters wl1 ose
tomorrow will be
a little brigh tel'
be c a use of the
NASA Christmas
Club is the lad
showll here. His
name is Dennis.
He is 3% ycars
old.

Dennis will be
q e t tin 9 the leg
9rllces he /l( cds,
because of y () 1t r
Christmas C III b
~olltrib1ttioll.

ceive questionaires in the near fu­
ture as a start toward developing
a new system for arranging car
pools.

In the meantime, employees
wanting to get into riding combi­
nations can get assistance by call­
ing the Employee Relations
Branch, PAX 8437.

Needed are employees with
space in their cars for co-workers.
In the past the problem has been
too many riders and not enough
drivers.

To paraphrase a popular bus
commercial, "Ride with a co-work­
er, and leave the driving to him"
(at least half of the time).

Riding combinations or car pools
would not only relieve you and
your companions of driving to
work all the time, but would also
reduce the number of cars at the
Center, make the job of finding a
parking space easier, and help the
Center snow removal crews in
their task.

Employees in the DEB will re-

Dr. Abe Silverstein was appointed to the Board of Trustees of the
ncwly-created Cleveland State University by Gov. James Rhodes last
week.

Other prominent Greater Clevelanders named CSU Trustees are:
James J. Nance, chairman of the board, Central National Bank; Curtis
Lee Smith, Cleveland Chamber of Commerce president; Warren Chase,
retired Ohio Bell vice president; Joseph W. Bartunek, neWly-elected Pro­
bate .)udge and long-time state senator; Ernest R. Johnson, first vice
president, RepUblic Steel Corp.; Dr. Middleton H. Lambright, Cleveland
Academy of Medicine president; William W. Taft, attorney, member,
Ohio House of Representatives, and Edward W. Sloan Jr., president of
Oglehay Norton Co.

LEWIS NEWS
The Lewis News is dedicated to telling the

story of the Lewis Research Center in terms of
its people, its purpose, its progress.

Produced and published on alternate Fridays
by the Office of Public Information, Lewis Re­
search Center, National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, 21000 Brookpark Road, Cleve­
land, Ohio, 44135. Henry T. Jacques, editor. All
inqUires and news should be forwarded to this
office, Room 218, Administration Building, PAX
3284, Deadline for news items is 10 days prior to
publication.
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Sharp Sculpture 

THE BUST of the late Dr. Ed­
ward R. Sharp, former Lewis 
Director. 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Dr. Sharp was active in Cleve­
land affairs, serving with the 
American Red Cross, Community 
Fund, Chamber of Commerce, 
Mayor's Airport and Harbor Com­
mission, and advisory councils of 
Case, Western Reserve University, 
and Baldwin-Wallace COllege. 

Two memorials to Dr. Sharp 
have been dedicated within the last 
two years. 

One - here at Lewis - is the 
memorial tree and plaque located 
along the walk to the main cafe­
teria. These tributes to Dr. Sharp 
for his unceasing efforts to beau­
tify the Lewis grounds were dedi­
cated last May. 

The Edward R. Sharp Medical Li­
brary at Southwest Community 
Hospital in Berea was established 
in 1963. The library is used in the 
training and instruction of medi­
cal technologists. 
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Obituaries 
Leonard W. lgnasiak 

Names in the News 
Lewis Couple Truvels 

Around The World 
Recently returned from a trip 

around the world are Milton E. 
Lipes, staff assistant in the Test 
Installations Division Office, and 
his wife, Anne, a member of Com- 
puting Group A, Instruments and 
Computing Division. 

The journey that lasted three 
months and carried Mr. and Mrs. 
Lipes to 19 countries ended Feb. 

The couple’s primary reason for 
the trip was to visit missionary 
areas of the Friends Church in 
Africa. 

14. 

Burr Is Commodore 
Carl 0. Barr, a crane and con- 

struction equipment operator in 
Lewis’ Plant Services Division, is 
the 1965 Commodore of the Forest 
City Yacht Club. 

Barr has been an avid sailor for 
more than 25 years. He purchased 
his first boat - a runabout - in 
1940. He has had several boats 
since and now owns a 23-foot fly- 
ing bridge inboard, named Hydra. 

The most interesting part of 
boating, he says, is piloting - hit- 
ting the port of destination on the 
head. Fellow yacht club members 
know him as a man who can think 
quick when a boat problem arises 
during a cruise. - 

began the journey by plane In addition to being head of the 
to H ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  then traveled to Japan Forest City Yacht Club, Barr ser- 
and Formosa. In Taiwan Mr. Lipes ves a’ a flag lieutenant for the 
met with D ~ ,  Yih Hsu, Lewis staff Cleveland Power Squadron. He 
member now on a one-year visiting also is active in Masonic organiza- 

.. 
professorship a t  Taiwan Univer- 
sity. 

Besserer Gets Y Awurd 
Next the couDle traveled to Thai- 

land, Nepal, and India, where they Bob Besserer, production con- 
took a 1200-mile automobile trip troller in the Plant Services Divi- 
through that country with friends. sion, has been presented a Service 

Award plaque by the Brooklyn 
Young Men’s Christian Association. 

H. C. Jackman, executive secre- 
tary, at the Y’s Annual Swim Team 
Banquet held on Feb. 27. 

For the last 10 years, Besserer 

had an interview with the 

of the Teta Research Laboratory 
in Bombay, they were interested 
to find a large number of NASA 
technical reports. 

governor of Bombay. In  the library The presentation was made 

Then on to Nairobi, Kenya, the has devoted many- hours of his 
Lake TanganYika area, and Egypt. time to the young people of the 
Next on their itinerary were visits Brooklyn y in instructing and of- 
to the Holy Land, Athens, and ficiating in various aquatic sports. 
Rome. They returned to this coun- He also has been a counselor at 
t ry  from Lisbon. summer camps. 

Friday night of each week finds 
in demand. He gave 21 speeches Bob acting as life guard for the 
during this travels. His summing Family Swim Nights at the Y 
up of the journey : “Fascinating.” branch. 

Mr. Lipes found news of NASA 

Leonard W. Ignasiak, a Lewis staff member since 1957, died March 
4 in Southwest Community Hospital, Berea. 

Mr. Ignasiak, 40, was a member of the Nuclear Rocket Engineer- 
ing Section, Nuclear Reactor Division. He had been engaged in the 
design of experiments for the Plum Brook Reactor Facility and in 
concepts work on the Tungsten Water - Moderated Reactor. 

He was graduated from Case Institute of Technology with a 
bachelor of science in mechanical engineering degree in 1946. He had 
worked on the design of an atomic submarine in one of the jobs he 
held before joining Lewis. 

His survivors include his wife, Eleanore; two daughters and a son. 
His home was a t  134 Barberry Drive, Berea. 

Helen V, Martin 
Helen V. Martin, a contract specialist at the Center, died Feb. 15.. 
She had been a member of the Mechanical Equipment Procurement 

Section, Procurement and Supply Division, since Dec. 1961, 
Before joining Lewis, she had been employed in contract work 

at the Wright - Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, O., for about 20 
years. 

She is survived by her mother, a daughter, Mrs. Evelyn Moore of 
Tipp City, 0.; a sister, and two grandchildren. Her home was at 21208 
Nottingham Drive, Parkview. 

Speakers’ Corner 
Alliance, Cleveland, Oberlin and Westlake are among the cities 

Lewis speakers’ bureau members will be working in during the next 
two week period. 

James Diedrich will start the asked to telephone the Educational 

speakers slate when he participates Programs and Services Office, 
in the West Shore Science Program 
at Westlake High School on March 

PAX 8o01, 8o02. 

23. Judges For Local - 
Byron Siege1 will address the Al- 

liance Lions club meeting on Science Fair Needed 
March 25 in Alliance, 0. 

speak at a meeting of the Physics 
Club at Oberlin College. 

Judges are needed for the North- 
east Ohio Science Fair  to be held 
at the Cleveland Engineering and 
Scientific Center, 3100 Chester Ave. 

On March 311 Low 

Starting out the month of April 
for Lewis speakers will be Richard 
Park. He is slated to address the 
Square Club of the Warner and 
Swasey Compafiy, Cleveland, on 
the third day of the month. 

Good speakers are always in de- 
mand. Speaker candidates a r e 

The entries of the students will 
be judged on April 2 during the af- 
ternoon and evening. Dinner will 
be provided. 

Qualified judges, particularly in 
the field of physics, are needed. 
Interested persons should telephone 
Cal Weiss at PAX 8001. 8002. 

I LEWIS NEWS 
The Lewis News is dedicated to telling the 

story of the Lewis Research Center in terms of 
its people, its purpose, its progress. 

Produced and published on alternate Fridays 
by the Office of Public Information, Lewis Re- 
search Center, National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, 21000 Brookpark Road, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, 44135. Henry T. Jacques, editor. All 
inquires and news should be forwarded to this 
office, Room 218, Administration Building, PAX 
3284. Deadline for news items is 10 days prior to 
publication. 
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M R S .  EDWARD R. SHARP and Dr. Abe Silversteilt with bust of 
the late Dr. Shnrp, former Lewis Director. The bust was done by 
Louise Fergus, retired member of the Technical I i i  formation Division, 
and the base by Dick Scliulke, Graphics Branch Chief. It has been 
placed in the Honors ROOTVL, Administration B i d d i n g .  
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