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Secretary of Secretary Director 'ener al Assistant 

War of the Director General 
Navy 

OFFICE' OF' PRODUCTION MANAGEMENT 
Offic e of the Dir ector General 

WASHINGTON, D. C. ........... 
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December-2, 1941 
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i;' Dr•. Jerome C• .HunB&ker, Chairman .- . 
The National Advisory Committee for 

Aeronautics 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Doctor HUnsaker: 

The interest~ of national
-

dofense demand thAt 
this country be equipped with aircraft superior, if pOB

.... ~ fiible ,. to thoBe of Germany. The most impor1:.snt single 
taotati is the aeronautical angina. The- development of -
a~rp~a engines Qf greater perforn~nce at high altitudes 
is ab~olutely essential. For tr~s purpose your Cqmmittee 

I . . 

ho.o bqen. authorized by the Congreso to construct n·n Air-
craft llngine Research Laboratory at Cleveland, Ohio. 
!. '. . 

, Th~:te is ·a eritical, need to get this 15.9ora.tp'I')\' ....- -~ 

In'op~ration ~t. the earliest ·poesibl~ date. The f,l.igh
altitUde wind tunnel i8 especially n~eded tOBo~V~ prob
lems ~n connection 'with tho cooling a.nd power outiPut of 
engin~s in cQ~bat planes required to fight at altitudeB 
of 40,000 to ~O,OOO fe~t. 

T 

; i 
,'. To reduce delays now being;encountered tn our ' 

efforts to de~ign a!rid produce the best pOB6ibls s.ircraft,. 
solut~ona to many Veclmical probler.w:a:re needed. II cannot 

I I I. i 

ovarodphnaize i thonecess1ty for speed in completing your 
I' . I 1 

CleYe~nd laboratory projeot. . 

Yours very truly, 

William S. Knudsen 
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