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CRYOGENIC PROPELLANT
TANK SITE

An unused power plant building was renovated to provide
space for this research test facility. The power plant
equipment was removed and replaced by a 25-foot diameter
spherical tank with a 20-foot diameter access door.
This tank serves as a research test chamber where liquid
hydrogen rocket fuel tanks, up to 18 feet in diameter,
can be tested. During research tests, the chamber vacuum
conditions are maintained, and a 10,000 pound hydraulic
actuator is used to shake the rocket fuel tanks. The
metal building to the right is the steam plant, required
for building heating and to supply steam to a heat
exchanger that is used in the research programs. The
concrete building to the right and to the rear is
the site control building.



2 CRYOGENIC PROPELLANT TANK SITE

This facility is used to test propellant tank insulation
systems and to determine pressurizing gas require­
ments during propellant outflow. The main building
of this site previously housed an obsolete steam
power plant. The power plant equipment was re­
moved and replaced by a 25' diameter spherical
tank with a 20' diameter access door. This tank
serves as a research test chamber where liquid
hydrogen rocket fuel tanks up to 18' diameter can
be tested. Duri ng research tests the chamber vacuum
conditions are maintained and a 10,000 pound hy­
draulic actuator is used to shake the rocket fuel tanks.
The metal building to the right is the steam plant

required for b.uilding heating and to supply steam to
a heat exchanger that is used in the research pro­
grams. The cancrete building to the right and to the
rear is the site control building.
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