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National Historic Preservation Act
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Historical Mitigation

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act requires 

the documentation of historic government facilities prior to any 

significant structural changes, demolitions, or relocations. NASA 

Glenn Research Center has a number of historic facilities, some 

of which are scheduled to be demolished. The Glenn History 

Office, Glenn Preservation Officer, and facility managers are 

working with the State Historic Preservation Officer to develop 

documentation strategies, budgets, and work plans. The result 

will be a permanent documentary record for the facility, lessons 

learned insight for internal NASA use, increased public 

awareness of NASA Glenn contributions to society, educational 

resources, and a collected body of materials for future 

researchers.



National Aeronautics and Space Administration

www.nasa.gov 4



National Aeronautics and Space Administration

www.nasa.gov 5

Collection of historical documents and photographs

Historical Mitigation
This process consists of two facets—the documentation 

of the facilities and their history and the interpretation 

and dissemination of that information to the public. The 

documentation includes archiving historical documents, 

interviewing retirees, and the collection of historical 

photographs and film.
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Oral histories

Technical drawings
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Still imaging documentation
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Historical Mitigation

The documentation information that is collected is then distilled into 
several different media to be shared with the public. These include a 
book that will describe the testing and places the facility in the context 
of contemporary aerospace research. A web page and multimedia CD-
ROM will be created which will include photographs, video clips, 
historical narratives, and other resources. Display panels will also be 
created and erected near the former facilities. Bronze Ohio historical 
markers will also be displayed. 

Although these historic NASA Glenn facilities will be gone, their story 
will be preserved for future generations.

In addition, the facilities will be photographed prior to and throughout 
the demolition, panoramic images will be created, detailed reports will 
be written describing the physical structure, and detailed drawings will 
be created.
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Historical Publications
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Displays

Educational Web sites
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Questions

&
Answers
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"We shape our buildings;

thereafter, our buildings shape us.”

—Winston Churchill


